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December 21, 2004 

INTERNATIONAL FINANCIAL  INSTITUTIONS / INTERNATIONAL CONTRACTORS’ ASSOCIATIONS MEETING IN WASHINGTON 

December 1-2, 2004, Biennial Meeting

SHORT MINUTES : DECISIONS

CICA and the main International Financing Institutions (IFIs’) held their biennial meeting in the World Bank premises in Washington from December 1 to December 2, 2004. The CICA delegation was made up of 36 representatives from the five member Federations. On the IFIs’ side, 34 participants were attending (see list in annex).

The issues addressed were the following, resulting from a common selection by the two parties:  

1) Infrastructure Action Plan (IAP)

2) New Master Harmonized Procurement Documents for Civil works (MPD)

3) Public Private Partnership (PPP)

4) Output Based Procurement  (OBP)

5) Ethics, Transparency and Corruption (ETC)

Opening and closing speeches were given by Mrs Katherine Sierra (opening) and Mr John M. Underwood (closing) for the World Bank, and by President Dr Ahmed Saif Belhasa (opening) and Ing. Ricardo Platt (closing) for CICA. The dialogs were co-chaired from the beginning to the end by Mr Armando Araujo for the World Bank and for CICA, by Dr Ahmed Saif Belhasa until Thursday morning and by Ing. Ricardo Platt for the final session.

Presentations and speeches papers had been most generally given before the meeting and are compiled in the World Bank binder distributed to all participants. The same for participants lists. Programmes with speakers’ names and list of participants are attached herewith. Each item gave rise to large, deep and frank discussions which are not to be recorded, a summary of which shall be given in the general common minutes to be issued later.

This paper is intended to draw up only the operational conclusions of the discussions relating to the cooperation between CICA and the World Bank. 

1. On the Master Procurement Documents: 

The draft Document dated July 2004 has been approved by the  Heads of Procurement of IFIs in their meeting in Helsinki on October 11 to 13

At the start of the session held December the 1st, CICA handed over to Mr Armando Araujo the herewith attached letter dated December the 2nd 2004 with subject “Review  of Master Procurement Documents”. Mr Araujo replied with a letter dated December the 2nd 2004 a copy of which is hereby attached.

In order to improve the cooperation between WB and CICA,  it has been decided in common that CICA shall send its comments and its proposals whenever necessary on the MPD approved by the World Bank on at the latest at the end of April 2005.  The World Bank will consider the comments and suggestions to be received from CICA   and working  meetings may  be held at the end of the second quarter of 2005, if warrented.

2. Other issues of common interest: By mutual agreement, CICA is asked to  cooperate with the WB and to make its proposals on the 2 following issues:

a. Late payments

b. Quality Assurance of execution of Civil Works.

On late payments,  the WB has asked CICA to send specific proposals.

On quality Assurance, Mr Armando Araujo as a reply from Jean-Pierre Migeon, commented that this issue refers to the necessity of achieving good results on final execution of contracts.  The WB has been receiving several complaints from borrowing countries with respect to bad quality of execution of contracts.  For the design part the WB has already agreed with FIDIC the inclusion of this issue for discussions in the BIMILACI Meetings in April 2005. The WB  would appreciate working together with  CICA  on this topic with respect to the execution of works component.

3. Next meetings: 

A restricted working meeting shall be held at the end of the 2nd quarter of 2005 to  advance on these 3 issues and to set an agenda for the second half of 2005.

4. Working methods: 

Meanwhile, the operational contacts between WB and CICA shall be through Patricia Baquero and Jean-Pierre Migeon , CICA Director General. Finalized documents shall be transmitted to Mr Armando Araujo, Head of Procurement Department by Dr Ahmed Saif Belhasa, CICA President.

For World Bank :






For CICA

Armando Araujo






Dr Ahmed Saif belhasa

Annex 1: programme of the meeting

Annex 2: list of participants
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